
Casa De Cerro  
Book Club 

 

Join us the fourth Thursday of each 
month from 1:00-2:30 PM at the Casa 

De Cerro Apartments cafeteria 
located at  

915 N. Yuma St.  
 

 
Contact Summer by email at 

sgreenwood@ppld.org  
or by phone at 

531-6333, ext. 2309. 

February 25, 2010 
 

For Whom the Bell Tolls 
by Ernest Hemingway 

 
 
In 1937 Ernest Hemingway traveled 
to Spain to cover the civil war there 
for the North American Newspaper 
Alliance. Three years later he 
completed the greatest novel to 
emerge from "the good fight," For 
Whom the Bell Tolls. The story of 
Robert Jordan, a young American in 
the International Brigades attached to an antifascist 
guerilla unit in the mountains of Spain, it tells of 
loyalty and courage, love and defeat, and the tragic 
death of an ideal. In his portrayal of Jordan's love for 
the beautiful Maria and his superb account of El 
Sordo's last stand, in his brilliant travesty of La 
Pasionaria and his unwillingness to believe in blind 
faith, Hemingway surpasses his achievement in The 
Sun Also Rises and A Farewell to Arms to create a 
work at once rare and beautiful, strong and brutal, 
compassionate, moving and wise.  Distributed by 
Syndetic Solutions, Inc.  

 
 
 
 

March 25, 2010 
 
 

Under the Tuscan Sun:  
at Home in Italy 

by Frances Mayes 
 

 
Frances Mayes entered a wondrous 
new world when she began restoring 
an abandoned villa in the spectacular 

Tuscan countryside. There were 
unexpected treasures at every turn: 

faded frescos beneath the whitewash in 
her dining room, a vineyard under 
wildly overgrown brambles in the 

garden, and, in the nearby hill towns, vibrant markets 
and delightful people. In Under the Tuscan Sun, she 

brings the lyrical voice of a poet, the eye of a 
seasoned traveler, and the discerning palate of a 

cook and food writer to invite readers to explore the 
pleasures of Italian life and to feast at her table. 



April 22, 2010 
 
 

The Guernsey Literary  
and Potato Peel Pie Society 

by Mary Shaffer 
 

 
 

January 1946: writer Juliet Ashton 
receives a letter from a stranger, a 
founding member of the Guernsey 

Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. 
And so begins a remarkable tale of the 
island of Guernsey during the German 

occupation, and of a society as 
extraordinary as its name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 27, 2010 
 

The Sugar Queen 
By Sarah Addison Allen 

 
 
 

Twenty-seven-year-old Josey Cirrini is 
sure of three things: winter in her North 
Carolina hometown is her favorite 
season, she’s a sorry excuse for a 
Southern belle, and sweets are best 
eaten in the privacy of her hidden 
closet. For while Josey has settled into 
an uneventful life in her mother’s house, her one 
consolation is the stockpile of sugary treats and 
paperback romances she escapes to each night…. 
Until she finds it harboring none other than local 
waitress Della Lee Baker, a tough-talking, 
tenderhearted woman who is one part nemesis—and 
two parts fairy godmother. 

June 24, 2010 
 

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle:  
a year of food life 

by Barbara  Kingsolver 
 

When Kingsolver and her family 
move from suburban Arizona to 
rural Appalachia, they take on a 
new challenge: to spend a year on 
a locally produced diet, paying 
close attention to the provenance 
of all they consume. Animal, 
Vegetable, Miracle follows the 
family through the first year of their experiment. 
They find themselves eager to move away from 
the typical food scenario of American families: a 
refrigerator packed with processed, factory-
farmed foods transported long distances using 
nonrenewable fuels. In their search for another 
way to eat and live, they begin to recover what 
Kingsolver considers our nation's lost 
appreciation for farms and the natural processes 
of food production.  Distributed by Syndetic 
Solutions, Inc.  
 

July 22, 2010 
 

Ines of my soul: a novel 
by Isabel Allende 

 
 
Only months after the 
inauguration of Chile's first female 
president, Allende recounts in her 
usual sweeping style the grand 
tale of Doña Inés Suárez (1507 
1580), arguably the country's 
founding mother. Writing in the 
year of her death, Inés tells of her 
modest girlhood in Spain and 
traveling to the New World as a young wife to find 
her missing husband, Juan. Upon learning of 
Juan's humiliating death in battle, Inés 
determines to stay in the fledgling colony of Peru, 
where she falls fervently in love with Don Pedro 
de Valdivia, loyal field marshal of Francisco 
Pizarro. The two lovers aim to found a new 
society based on Christian and egalitarian 
principles that Valdivia later finds hard to 
reconcile with his personal desire for 
glory...Basing the tale on documented events of 
her heroine's life, Allende crafts a swift, thrilling 
epic, packed with fierce battles and passionate 
romance. Copyright © Reed Business Information, a 
division of Reed Elsevier Inc. 


