
 
 

 
 

TAKE AND MAKE: Leaf Shaped Coffee Filter Color Absorption 

Ages 5-12  

  

Materials we provide: 

Coffee Filters 

Washable Markers 

Leaf Template 

 

Materials you provide: 

Scissors 

Cup of Water 

Pencil 

 

Stack your coffee filters. Use the template to trace a leaf on the top one. (If you’d prefer, just 

draw your own leaf.) Cut the leaves out through all the coffee filters.  

 

Use a washable marker to draw a thick circle in the center of each coffee filter 

leaf. Do not fill in the center of the circle or color the entire leaf. 

 

Fold the leaf 3 times (in half, in half again, and in half again). 

You should have a point in the middle of your circle. 

 

Carefully dip the point of the leaf in the cup of water and hold it 

there until the leaf is saturated. It may need a minute or so. You will probably 

want a new cup of water for each leaf. 

 
 

Let the leaves dry on a surface that can get color on it. Once they are dry, carefully unfold them. 



 
 

 
 

 

 


