
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TAKE AND MAKE: Straw Propeller 

Ages: 5-12 

Learn about air pressure with this simple experiment. You can also find more ideas at: 

https://ppld.org/kids/create/whats-new 

This project is adapted from: https://www.instructables.com/Straw-Propellor/ 

Materials we provide: 

2 large straws 

1 skinny straw 

 

Materials you provide: 

Scissors 

Tape 

 

Directions: 

1. Use the scissors to cut 2 diamond shaped holes in your skinny straw. Do this by folding the straw in 2 

separate places and cutting a triangle. The holes should be in a line on the straw.  

2. Tape one end of the skinny straw closed so that no air will escape when you blow into it. 

3. Bend one of the large straws in half and cut a diagonal hole on each side of the straw.  

4. Squeeze this straw flat and tape the ends closed. The hole should line up with your work surface. If you 

hold your straw up to look through the holes, the taped ends should be up and down.  

5. Cut notches in the ends of the large straw. The cut should be at the top of one end and at the bottom of 

the other.  

6. Slide your skinny straw through the holes in the large straw. You might want to place a piece of tape to 

keep the straw in place over a hole in the skinny straw while still allowing it to rotate freely. 

7. Repeat the process with the other large straw. 

8. Blow into the open end of the skinny straw and watch things twirl. If your straws don’t twirl freely, you 

might need to adjust the size of the holes.  

See photo steps below. 
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